
CULTURE AND MUSIC IN 
KUHMO, FINLAND

Kuhmo, a town on the eastern border of Finland, 600 km north of
Helsinki, is widely known for its world-class  chamber music festival, the
Finnish national epic Kalevala and wild brown bears. On this trip you can
experience all of those along with enjoying interesting works of visual
arts, history and culinary treats. 

Our cosy hotel is located by the shore of Lake Lammasjärvi, three
kilometres from the centre of Kuhmo. The distance between town
centre and the hotel will be covered daily by bicycles or by prearranged
transport. The hotel has 47 individually decorated rooms, restaurant,
terrace and sauna department. 
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The theme for Kuhmo Chamber Music Festival 2026 is Celebrations & Ceremonies. The festival will celebrate
various annual festivities from Easter to May Day, Midsummer, and Christmas, as well as birthdays and
anniversaries of composers and artists. One person’s celebration may be another’s ordinary day – even
consumerism will be part of the theme. A significant part of the celebration will be the European Capital of
Culture year for Oulu and its 39 neighboring municipalities. Kuhmo Chamber Music Festival will be closely
involved and contribute to the Spotlight of Europe theme with three commissioned premieres. Compositions
have been commissioned from Olli Mustonen, Krishna Nagaraja, and Cecilia Damström. Around 100
international artists will come and perform in Kuhmo.
The 56th Kuhmo Chamber Music Festival will take place from July 12–25, 2026. The program will be published
in January 2026.

This travel programme is designed to be applied during the Kuhmo Chamber Music Festival July 2026 and it is aimed at groups of 10 persons
minimum.



Itinerary:
Day 1 − Arrival 
Arrival at the Kajaani airport, transfer to the Hotel Kalevala 
(approx. 1.5 hours).
Check in, dinner at hotel’s terrace. Time for independent
exploring of
the hotel surroundings. 
 
Day 2 − Concerts, history, art exhibition(s), saunas and
culinary delicacies
Breakfast
09.00−  Bike ride to the centre of Kuhmo (3 km)
11.00−12.00 Kuhmo Chamber Music concert at the Kuhmo
Church
12.00−13.00 Guided tour at the Kuhmo Arts Centre. You’ll learn
about the history of the Arts Centre, the Kuhmo Chamber Music
Festival and events around the year. The festival’s art exhibition
is in the lobby.
14.00− Free time to explore the city centre 
There are for example plenty of other art exhibitions in the
centre. Maybe you would like to enjoy a cup of coffee or tea
with local delicacies in one of the cafés? Festival shop is full of
different kinds of festival products. Would you like to buy a
festival T-shirt or a cd?
Return to the hotel, saunas with indoor and outdoor Jacuzzis.
18.00−20.00 Evening concert at the Kuhmo Arts Centre
20.00−  After the concert, a three course dinner in the pop-up
restaurant at Salakamari. Salakamari is the place where
audience and artists meet after the concerts. This festival
restaurant is renowned for its delicious menus.

Day 3 – Concerts, Kalevala, saunas (& bears)
Breakfast, bike ride to the centre of Kuhmo
10.00− Heart of the Day in Salakamari
Presentation of the festival day by a festival artist.
11.00−12.00  Kuhmo Chamber Music concert in the Church
12.15−13.00  Visit to Juminkeko, the Information Centre of
Kalevala 
Exhibitions and a multimedia programme on Finland's national
epic, the Kalevala. There is a summer exhibition devoted to the
Kalevala and one of the largest collections of various editions
of the Kalevala in the world.
15.00−16.00  Afternoon concert of the Kuhmo Chamber Music
Festival, return to the hotel
16.00 Optional: Meeting at the hotel lobby and transfer to the
bear-watching evening (with extra charge 190 €/person),
return back to the hotel at midnight.
Sauna and Dinner à la Kalevala for those who stay at the hotel.
Enjoy an authentic Dinner à la Kalevala, taste local delicacies.
21.00–22.00 Evening concert of the Kuhmo Chamber Music
Festival



Prices/person:
1580 €/in double/twin room
1780 €/in single room

Including:
-Transfers Kajaani airport−hotel−Kajaani airport        
- 4 nights with breakfasts in Hotel Kalevala         
- Bicycles         
- 2 x half board dinner at the hotel, Dinner à la Kalevala,
dinner at 
  Salakamari               
- Entrance to Juminkeko, English speaking guide        
- Guided tour to Lentua rapids  
- Tickets to the concerts mentioned in the programme

For extra charge:
- Bear evening 190 €/person, incl. transfers, dinner at bear
centre 
- Visit to Winter War Museum 5 €/person
- Tickets to other concerts, 25−35 €/concert/person 
- Taxi transportation between the hotel and the centre, 
  approx. 18 €/one way

Festival programme: 
The programme of the 2026 Kuhmo Chamber Music will be published
in January 2026. Preliminary information will be given to groups in
December 2025. Further information: www.kuhmofestival.fi

We reserve all the rights to change the order of the programme if necessary. Timings in
schedules are approximate. Package price does not include personal travel insurance.
Guided activities are in English. All rights reserved.

Day 4 – Concerts, Finnish nature, saunas
Breakfast
Optional: 9.00−10.00 Visit to the Winter War Museum
Museum is located next to the hotel, the exhibition portrays the
everyday lives of the Finnish and Soviet soldiers during Winter
War 1939−1940. Entrance fee 5 € to be paid at the museum. 
Bike ride from hotel to the centre.
11.00−12.00 Kuhmo Chamber Music concert in the Church
15.00−16.00 Kuhmo Chamber Music concert at the Tuupala
School
16.30 15 min transfer from hotel to the Lentua Rapids, the largest
free-flowing rapid of the region. From a wooden boardwalk,
you’ll get up close to the rushing waters while learning about
the exciting history of how these rapids were once used as
transport routes for tar. The tour is finished with freshly brewed
coffee and a snack in the heart of nature.
19.00  Dinner at the hotel
21.00−22.00 Evening concert of the Kuhmo Chamber Music
Festival
 
Day 5 – Bye, bye
Breakfast, free time
Transfer back to the Kajaani airport

More information and
bookings:

Hotel Kalevala
sales@hotellikalevala.fi
+358 8 655 4100

Kuhmo Chamber Music Festival 
and Hotel Kalevala are eco-certificated
companies. 


